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Middle School ART Syllabus 

Teacher Bio: 

Welcome to Art! I received my degree in Architecture from the University of Washington, and 
then worked as a technical illustrator in Silicon Valley. A career transition led me to the Palo Alto 
School District, where I worked as an art docent and instructional aide. I was inspired by my 
colleagues there and went back to earn my K-8 teaching credential from San Jose State 
University. Since then I’ve taught 4th-8th grade in a variety of elementary and middle school 
settings. While I love teaching all subjects, art is my favorite! As a youngster, I never thought I 
was “talented” enough to be an artist. With the help of a wonderful professor I realized art is just 
like reading or math-- it can be learned.  

Course Content: 
Throughout the year, students will be exposed to a variety of artists, styles of art, traditional two 
and three-dimensional mediums as well as digital mediums. Students will write about and 
discuss their own work and the work of others, using the elements and principles of design as a 
framework for analysis. Art class also offers many opportunities to develop problem-solving, 
critical-thinking, collaboration and presentation skills. 

Artsonia: 

Artsonia.com is a free online portfolio website. In keeping with our national visual arts standards, 
students will use this site to present written work about their art. This gives students an 
authentic audience to write for and gives families a way to view and enjoy artwork as soon as 
it’s completed.   

Classroom Expectations: 
My classroom rules are simple - be respectful. What does that mean?  It means: 

• come prepared 
• be ready to listen and share ideas 
• be thoughtful in giving feedback 
• use materials and class time appropriately 

Art also requires bravery and persistence; it may push students outside their comfort zones and 
it requires practice to develop new skills. 
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Grading Policies: 
Participation makes up 30% of the student’s grade. Students receive weekly 
participation scores based on a participation rubric which includes: promptness, 
preparation, level of engagement in class, behavior and listening skills. 

Projects make up 35% of the student’s grade. Each unit of study culminates with a 
project where students can demonstrate their mastery of the techniques and ideas 
practiced in class.  A rubric and due date will be given at the onset of each culminating 
project. Ample work time is provided in class for these projects. 

Sketchbooks make up 25% of the student’s grade. Sketchbooks serve as an art textbook 
and should be treated as such. Students must bring them to class each day, maintain 
them, and if lost, work with their parents and teacher to replace them. Sketchbook 
assignments will be done in class and as homework; expect approximately 6 to 10 
assignments per grading period. 

Tests and quizzes will be given occasionally as an additional assessment tool to 
evaluate student’s mastery of classroom material. These will relate directly to material 
taught in class regarding specific artists, art styles, vocabulary and skills. These make up 
10% of the student’s grade. 

 

Attendance & Late Work: 
Think of art the same way you would a science lab. It’s difficult to recreate at home because it 
requires access to specific materials. Please try to schedule known absences outside of art 
studio time. If a student misses class, it is the student’s responsibility to make-up missed 
work. This may require coming in before or after school in order to access the necessary 
materials. 

Late work (homework is considered late if it is turned any time after I collect it in class) will be 
graded 70% if it is one day late. Assignments more than one day late will receive no more than 
50% of credit, but must still be turned in so that students understand and practice the material.  

 

Communication: 
Please visit our Visual Arts class page on the ckseattle.org website for regular updates about 
current units, projects and homework assignments.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you 
have questions. I teach on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. Email is a great way to 
reach me outside of school hours- jarkills@ckseattle.org. 


